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A Journey 
through Time

Sounds a bit like a movie title  
doesn’t it?
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Ivo Woltring
• Principal Expert @ Ordina
• Codesmith
• Editor Java Magazine (NLJUG)
• Blogger (www.ivonet.nl)

• @ivonet
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Green Team
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TV’s in 
1991
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Star 7
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The journey really begins
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Gentle reminder: Selfie!
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Question

What was the 
first name of the 

language later 
called Java?
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Greentalk Oak
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Answer
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1996

Java Development Kit 1.0 is released.
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Inner / 
Nested
Classes

1.1 – 1.4

Ordina.nl

@ivonet

J2SE 1.1



JavaBeans
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1.1 – 1.4
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JDBC
1.1 – 1.4
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RMI
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J2SE 1.11.1 – 1.4



Swing

1.1 – 1.4
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JIT Compiler
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J2SE 1.21.1 – 1.4



Collections
Framework
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1.0 – 1.4

Joshua bloch
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Hotspot VM
1.0 – 1.4
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J2SE 1.3

java -XX:+UnlockDiagnosticVMOptions \
-XX:+PrintFlagsFinal | egrep \
-i "compile|tier|cache|inline"



Regex like Perl
1.0 – 1.4
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Java Web Start

1.0 – 1.4
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2004
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Generics
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Java 1.5



Varargs / for each / Static imports
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Autoboxing
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Enums
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Annotations (Metadata)
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Swing - Skinnable
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2005
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2006-2008
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2009-2013
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Generics improved
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2014
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Java <8, 8, 11, …,17?
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DateTime API
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Streams
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Default 
methods in 
interfaces
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Static methods in interfaces
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Functional interfaces
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Completable Future

Ordina.nl

@ivonet

Java 8



Question

Which of 
these popular
languages is 

older?
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-

2017



Jshell REPL
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2018
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Local type inference
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Collection copyof()
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Shebang
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Predicate not
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String methods

Ordina.nl

@ivonet

Java 11



HttpClient
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Question

Is this statement valid in 
Java 10+?

var var = "var";
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• YES it is valid
• The identifier var is not a keyword; instead it is 

a reserved type name. This means that code that 
uses var as a variable, method, or package name 
will not be affected; code that uses var as a class 
or interface name will be affected

• Therefore var var = “var”; is a completely 
valid statement. Not advisable but valid.

Answer
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2020
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Useful NullPointer messages
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Switch expression
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TextBlocks
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Patternmatching instanceof
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Java 16



Records
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Streams tolist

Ordina.nl

@ivonet

Java 16



Read-/writestring
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jpackage
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Sealed classes
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Enhanced Pseudo-Random 
number Generator
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2022++

Ordina.nl

@ivonet



Useful links

• Demo code: http://ivo2u.nl/Vy
• Java Magazine Articles: http://ivo2u.nl/oz (nl) 
• Blog: https://www.ivonet.nl/
• About: https://www.ivowoltring.org/
• Github: https://github.com/ivonet
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